HEART OF OAK
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Dr. Winrian Boycee
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cheer up, my lads, "Lis to glo ry we steer, To
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press you like slaves, For who are so free as the sons of thewaves? Heart of
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HEART OF OAK
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our ships, heart of oak are our men, We
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2.
We ne'er sce our foes but we wish them to stay,
They never see us but they wish ns away,
1f they run, why, we follow, and run them ashore,
For if they won’t fight us, we cannot do more,

Heart of oak, &ec.

3.
They swear they’ll invade us, these terrible foes,
They frighten our women, our children, our heaux ;
But should their flat bottoms in darkness get o'er,
Still Britons they’ll find to receive them on shore.

Ieart of oak, &c.

4.
We'll still make ’em run, and we'll still make *em sweat,
In spite of the devil and Brussels Gazette ;
Then cheer up, my lads, with one heart let us sing,
Our soldiers, our sailors, our statesmen, and King.

Heart of oak, &e.
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This song was first sung in 1750 In a Christraas pantomime entitled ** Darlequin's Invasion.” There had been the threat of
an invasion of England by the French, but the danger had just been avorted by the victories of the British fleet. The
pantomime was produced in London to ridiculs the continued fear of this Invasion which gome people Btill had. The year

1750 might well be called * this wonderful year,” for it was marked b
t 15t the British troops, fighting with

Au

three notable victories crowded into four months. On
thelr allies in the Seven Years' War, had secured a decisive vietory over the Fronch

in the battle of Minden. General Wolfe's eapture of Quebee took place on S8eptomber 15th, and on November 20th the British
fleet under Admiral Hawke was victorvious over the French men-o'-war at Quiberon Bay. The French troops had been waltin

on thelr side of the Channel, and had prepared numbers of Aat-hbottomed boats to transport them across, but with the British
ships in command of the Channel of contse & crossing was impossiblo, The stirring music of the song was composed by
Dr. Willlam Boyce. Tt Is generally considered that the words were written by David Garrick, the famous actor. Be sure the
words are sung as written, aud not ** hearts of oak,” which destroys their meaning.

The songhas later been adopted as the anthamn ofthe Royal Canadian Mavy and subsequently as that of the Canadian Sea Scouts.



